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The first objective in developing the grounds around a house is
functional. All the land should be organized for human use. The
owners should decide what features are needed in the grounds; then
the available space should be allocated in the best possible way,
much as a house plan is developed.

The second objective is esthetic since the setting for the house
should be as beautiful as possible. The artist designer uses shrubs,
trees, and flowers to create pictures, selecting them for form, size,
color, texture, and also for adaptability to the particular conditions.

Successful landscaping requires a detailed preliminary plan.
The orderly thinking required in designing it defines the purposes
and clarifies the picture that is the ultimate goal. Adherence to a
detailed plan saves time and money, reducing to a minimum the
necessity of moving plants or of eliminating those which should
not have been included in the original planting.

A scale drawing should first be made of the house and lot. Ex-
perimental sketches can then be made on tracings of the scale
drawing. A great many arrangements should be tried, until the
most functional and beautiful organization possible is secured.
Since landscaping is a three-dimensional art, elevations as well as
ground plans should be made, showing the height of the planting
in relation to the house.

In making a plan for the average plot it is usually best to divide
it into three separate sections: the private area, the foreground area,
and the service area. The structural outlines of these three areas
should be indicated on the plan, the details being added later. In
much of the United States the landscaping possibilities are height-
ened if the foreground area is on the east or north, if the service
area is on the northwest, north, or northeast, and if the private area,
consisting chiefly of the outdoor living room and lawn, is on the
south or southeast, with possibly a small formal flower garden on
the southeast or south.

In working out a plan for the entire property the driveway and
'walks must be located before any further development. They
should be as direct and simple as possible. A practical circulatory
system is very important in any property. If the size of the
property permits, parking space for cars of visitors should be pro-
vided close to the door that they are expected to use.